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Causes of  Homelessness

• Lack of  affordable housing

• Poverty 

• Health problems

• Domestic violence

• Natural and other disasters

• Abuse, neglect, and/or abandonment



Barriers to Homeless Education

• Enrollment requirements 

• High mobility 

• Lack of  transportation

• Lack of  school supplies, clothing, etc.

• Poor health, fatigue, hunger, anxiety/trauma

• Lack of  awareness

• Prejudice and misunderstanding



The McKinney-Vento Act defines a "homeless" student as one 
between 0 to 22 years of  age, who lacks a fixed, regular, and 
adequate nighttime residence, and may include:

• In a house or apartment with more than one family because of  
economic hardship or loss

• In a shelter (family, domestic violence, or youth shelter or 
transitional living program)

• In a motel, hotel, or weekly rate housing

• In an abandoned building, in a car, at a campground, or on the 
street 

• With friends or family because you are a runaway or an 
unaccompanied youth

Definition of  Homelessness 



Immediate Enrollment

Schools must immediately enroll homeless students, 

regardless of  the lack of:

• Academic Records

• Proof  of  Residency

• Medical Records

• Immunization Records



School Selection

• Continue at their School of  Origin (the school 

attended when permanently housed or the school in 

which they were last enrolled) for the duration of  

homelessness; OR

• Enroll in the school in the area where the family is 

temporarily residing (School of  Residence)

• If  the family gains permanent housing, the student can 

remain at the current school for the duration of  that 

academic year. 



• Make sure that you sign the bottom of  the 

form before submitting it to BOTH Nutrition 

Services and Prevention & Intervention 

• Provide a copy to the school counselor so 

s/he can follow up with the family to offer 

additional support, free backpacks/school 

supplies and bus passes



AERIES INSTRUCTIONS- HOMELESS STUDENTS



Contacts

Marci Wallin, IUSD Homeless & Foster Youth Liaison
Marciwallin@iusd.org

949-936-7507

Kristin Lucas, Administrative Assistant 
Kristinlucas@iusd.org

949-936-7530

Jeanne Awrey, Orange County Department of Education

Jawrey@ocde.us

714-966-4093
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