DETERMINING FIXED, REGULAR AND ADEQUATE

The McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act defines homeless children as “individuals who lack a fixed.
regular. and adequate nighttime residence.” These sample questions can be used as a guide in determining
whether a family qualifies as homeless under this federal law.

Fixed: A residence that is stationary, permanent and not subject to change. Fuctors to consider:
e Does the family have any legal right to be in that home?
e Is the arrangement permanent or temporary?
e s the family seeking another place to live?
e How soon does the family plan to move?
e  What brought the family to the current living situation?
e  Where was the family living previously?

o  Where would the family go if they couldn't stay in their current location?
e Did the family move in together to save money? s this a permanent plan?
e Could the family be asked to leave at any time?

e |s the housing shared equally?

o s the location on wheels? Does it move to various locations?

Regular: A residence that is used on a regular. nightly basis. It is consistent. Factors to consider:
e Does the family move frequently?
e Does the family stay in the same place each night?

Does the family have a key to the place they are staying?

How long has the family been there?

What is their residence plan?

How long did they live in the last place? Why did the family leave?

e Can the family come and go freely?

Adequate: A residence that is sufficient for meeting both the physical and psychological needs typically met
in a home environment. The residence has adequate privacy. space. security, lighting and ventilation, etc.
Factors to consider:
e How large is the residence?
e How many people reside at that location?
o s the family sharing a room? How many people share one room?
e Where does the family sleep? Is it in a bedroom, or in a public area
such as a dining room or living room?
e Does the place have running water. electricity. and heat?
e What is the condition of the place? Is it safe. warm and dry? Is there
glass in the window panes? Are there holes in the structure?
e |s the housing sub-standard (e.g. housing that may cause significant
injury. illness or death)?
o health and safety issues
o number of occupants vs. number of square feet
o age of occupants
o local and state building codes

Adapted trom Best Practices in Homeless Education: Derermining Eligibility for Rights and Services Under the McKmner-1ento Act
{Natonal Association tor the Education of Homeless Children and Youth)

Los Angelet County



| @1enbape 3 cm_:wwh ‘.wmx_u, w_ u.s..wf.m.m___E& Suowe |
7 juswa3uesse Suinl| aalle1adood ‘wia3-8uo] v

_ 131eM Suluuny/AN011103]9/183Y Sey SWoH o
7 (woou Buyuip “8-9) sease aygqnd u

|

b

A\

Suin Jou—sjuednaoo |je 4oj aoeds ySnouz e

SJUWUOJIAUD dWOoY Ul }owW
AjleaidAy spaau |ea18ojoydAsd pue jeaisiyd

| ay1y1oq SuilEAW 10J JUDIYNS SI 20UBpISAY e

, :32uspisay ajenbapy

/ awoy

, 40 1n0 payon| 3uiaq Jo Jeaj u) Jou S| Ajlwey e

” asea|d Aay} se 08 pue awod

Bmm‘cm_vcmmucmu_mm._Oam>wv_mm;>__Em”_.

siseq Ajlysiu ‘Jualsisucd ‘Je|nsas B UO PasM) e
:9ouapisay Jejnfay

2 B ; ‘ - ‘ : TN \
swoy
| 3y} w sysans 1snl1ou—Ajjenba swoy Bulieys e
juswasuelie Wil Buo) e s| Ul -sasuadxa
pue awoy e aleys 01 1319803 Ul pIAOIN e
juswaduese uauewdad |
e 2q 0} s| Buisnoy Sulieys Jo Juaju| e
a8ueyd
0} 123lgns 1ou pue Juauewsad ‘Aleuoilels o
:9Juapisay paxi4

J1LvNO3AVY ANV ¥Y1N93Y "a3axid
S| 2ouapisay

S

£10Z/9/2T wetdoud S32IAI3S UOIIRINPT YINOA SS|DWOH
uoijeaNp3 Jo 20130 Aluno) ousaly

(@2uapisay Juauewad) 00z 2pod

2Juapisay Alewild SAVd1vVD @sne
uAeplY Aduapisay s1ejdwo)e

(dn pajgnogq Ajuesodway) ozt
3po) aauapisay Aewild sAvd1vD asne
Wwiioj weigouad ssajpwo a1a|dwo) e
uosiel] uoleINp3 ssa|aWoH
01UBA-ABUUDIDA S,19141517 BU) 03 1919Y e

sisAjeue 3SyD-A9-ISVD
e S| uoneulwu1aqg

AJrurey 1ay3oue
[IIM SUIPISaI SI A[Iure]/auspnas

o~

\ Asesodwa) aq 03 papuaiul st uonenys SuA e
19241s 8y} uo 3uisq ploAe 03}

2iNseaw Juasin ue se awoy ay) ojul PIAOIN e
as1nodal |e83|

ou yum awi) Aue 1e 9Ae3| 0] PaYSE 3 UBD) e

awoy ayjy ul aq 03 ySu |eS3) ON e

:BuisnoH Sunieys

(198uoj 35e] Aews uonenys
yanoyy) Asesodway si Bulieys jo Juaju| e
Auanod jo uonipuod o1anq e
_ sijauaq algnd Jo ssoj 03 ang e
" wawAojdwa Jo ssojolang e
_ SS9U[|! 10 JUSPIOE 0} ANQ e
|
|
_

Suisnoy aueys 01
Allwey paaioj aney sa2inosal [elouUBUL PJIWIT e
\ :diyspaey 21wouody Y/,

oy
e e ey e

p———— B e
\ (asnqge
0} anp Ya| ‘awoy 40 1no payaly ‘pauopueqe)
Suisnoy |euossad aney 3,ussop JUSPNIS e
(swoy u1 asnge joyoo|e/Bnip ‘@ausjoIn
| dusawop ‘suoiiesajul) suojypuod Ayyesyun e
| swoy 0} aSewep 40 JO UOIIINIISA] e
| slilq/3uas Aed o3 Aujiqeur (uomdIAg e _
:BuisnoH jo sso

31vND3AV ANV HY1N93Y ‘aaxid
LON Si 2duapisay

dp poqno




